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Pilot and first series [edi)

The series is introduced by a bearded man in an opera cape (Palin) standing at some cliffs, who takes several tries to say the phrase
"The follies of our youth are in retrospect glorious when compared to the follies of our old age " The director (Jones) keeps cueing him
and finishes by saying it himself. This is a parody of Orson Welles' appearance in a Domecq sherry commercial, made explicit by
Palin saying "Our sherry tonight.._"_m

# Title Setting Directed by Original airdate
1 | "Tomkinson's Schooldays” England, 1913 Terry Hughes 7 January 1976

Plot. Tomkinson (Palin) is a new boy at Graybridge, a traditional English public school. In voiceover he tells of the horrors of school
life: beating the headmaster (also Palin), fighting the grizzly bear, being nailed to the wall on 5t. Tadger's Day, having to ask
permission to breathe out after 10:30 pm, and Grayson (lan Ogilvy), the school bully, who gets whatever he wants: alcohol,
cigarettes and the company of an unmarried Filipina woman. Grayson addresses other pupils with epithets such as "you dismally
untalented little creep” and "you spotty little oik™.

One day, Tomkinson is shot in the stomach during French translation. When his mother (Gwen Watford) visits him in hospital, he
begs her to take him home, but she refuses and tells him that his father, a polar explorer, has returned to the Antarctic because he
has got a woman there. Tomkinson is shocked - not least because his father is homosexual. Tomkinson decides to escape. During a
rugby match he scores a try and keeps on running, but having run some miles he is caught by the school leopard (and carried back
to school on a stretcher). Then he tries to get out disguised as a woman and is caught by the Spanish master (Jones) who tries to
molest him. In the school's model boat club, Tomkinson builds a full-scale model icebreaker, but is told to melt it down by Mr. Ellis
(Jones). When a polar explorer comes to the school to do a speech, Tomkinson hides in his trunk, but then discovers that the polar
explorer was only Mr. Ellis.

After three weeks' detention in the school's maggot-pit, Tomkinson is brought before Grayson. He tells Tomkinson that he and the
chaplain control the way out of the school, and that he wants Tomkinson to test the chaplain's new tunnel. An hour later Tomkinson
finds himself behind the headmaster's writing desk, completely drunk, with 200 cigarettes and accompanied by a half-naked,
unmarried Filipina lady, as the tunnel finishes too early He is sentenced to the worst penalty” the 30-mile hop against 5t Anthony's,

a Buddhist public school.










Second series [edi]

Consisting of only three episodes and following two years after the first, the series is introduced by the same presenter as the first.
This time, he knows his text and explains in length about a London building, about to be important in the story. Only, a truck stops just
in front of him, blocking him from view. Two cars crash in front of the truck and the truck driver does a tap dance when he realises he's
on film. The presenter doesn't notice and is rather surprised when told that the scene has to be filmed again.

- Title Setting Directed by | Original airdate
1 "Whinfrey's Last Case" England, 1913 Alan J. W. Belll®] 10 October 1979

Plot: In the War Office in Whitehall, rumours abound that the Germans will start the war one year early. The British government ask
Gerald Whinfrey (Palin) to look into this. However, Whinfrey refuses. In the last four months, he has stopped the Balkan Wars, sold
submarines to France, annexed two new colonies, and started an insurrection in Brazil. He feels he has deserved a holiday. So he
goes off to Torpoint, a small Cornish village, for a fishing holiday. A lot of strange events happen there. First, a porter on the station
tells him that he has got off at the wrong station, however a sign concealed by shrubs reveals the station to be Torpoint after all. In
the local pub, the waitress, a small lady (Ann Way), goes to great lengths never to reach over the counter. She also drives Gerald in
the taxi to Smuggler's Cottage, a beach house, even though she can't see the road. Whinfrey arrives and is greeted by a
housekeeper, Mrs. Otway (Maria Aitken) and a strangely large staff of at least 20 people. Before sleeping, he has to chase out the
butler, the master of the bedchamber, and Mr. Girton (Edward Hardwicke), who insist on tuning the mattress' bedsprings. The next
morning, he finds the house surrounded by about eighty gardeners, his clothes removed and his door locked. He overhears Mrs.
Otway and Mr. Girton plotting on how to stop him getting out of the house and poisoning his breakfast. Remembering that he is in
smuggling country, Whinfrey finds twenty-three secret passageways in his room and escapes, pursued by Girton and Mrs. Otway.
He reaches Torpoint and enters the pub again, where he finds the villagers singing a Bavarian drinking song. One of them
introduces the others in uneasy English and, when Gerald asks their names, they all claim to be either named Eddie or Tony. The
cottage’s staff burst in and reveal their plans - that they are from Germany and were planning to infiltrate Britain with nannies,
shepherds, judges, village idiots, and vicars. At this moment the War Office staff burst in, arresting them all. The Germans thank
Whinfrey, saying it was an honour to be caught by him. The British general tells Gerald that he nearly believed Whinfrey was really
going on holiday and thanks him for saving the world once again.

| Notes: Cape Cornwall was used as an authentic location.
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